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Canada has formally urged authorities in Iran to
investigate the treatment of Canadian photojournalist who
was taken to hospital with sever head injuries after her arrest
in the Iranian capital last month.

Zahra Kazemi, a Montreal based freelancer, was taken
into custody and accused of spying after taking photos in
Tehran, her family says. They say the 54-year- old slipped
into a coma with a cerebral hemorrhage after a brutal
interrogation in prison.

“She didn’t fall down the stairs or something — they beat
her,” her son Stephan Hashemi said in an interview
yesterday. “Everything is allowed over there. That's what
bothers me”

Ms. Kazemi was arrested while antigovernment student
protests engulfed Tehran, sparking mass roundups and
detention of numerous journalists by security forces.

Canadian consular officials went to Baghiatollah
Hospital in Tehran yesterday to check on Ms. Kazemi’s
condition, but they were allowed to see her only through a
plate-glass window.

" we couldn't tell whether she was just plain
unconscious or in a coma or sleeping” said Reynald Doiron, a
spokesperson for the Department of Foreign Affairs .

Embassy officials could not confirm the family’s
statement that Ms. Kazemi had been beaten into coma. After
the visit, the Canadians hand-delivered a diplomatic letter to
Iranian authorities seeking details.

“We have asked the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
investigate and report to us as soon as possible about the

circumstances surrounding Mrs. Kazemi’s being taken into
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detention and what might have taken place during the
detention to require being taken to hospital for urgent medical
reasons” Mr. Doiron said. ... She was most recently in Iran
while waiting for visa to go to Turkmenistan.

Her family told the Canadian embassy in Tehran that
she was arrested around June 23 after taking photos of Evin
prison in the capital. At least 17 journalists are believed
detained in the prison in a security clampdown following the
student protests.

Last week, the organization Reporters Without Borders
condemned the journalists’ arrests, saying that Iran has
become the biggest jailer of journalists in the Middle East.

“Because there were demonstrations, it wouldn’t
surprise me if she wanted to take photos to document the
conditions of political prisoners,” said Richard Amiot, editor of
Recto Verso, the Montreal magazine that has published Ms.
Kazemi’s work.

She was born in Iran and moved to Montreal 10 years
ago after living for several years in France. Her son said his
mother has joint Canadian and Iranian citizenship.

The son said a friend who had visited his mother in
hospital saw evidence of blows and wounds on her body and
face. Medical authorities refuse to show friends X-rays of her

skull, he said.
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Iran’s judicial system puts everyone’s citizen at risk

The Kazemi affair is not just about a dispute with
Canada; it is in other countries’ to back Iranian moderates

It would be easy to view the Zahra Kazemi as a dispute
between two countries. But if justice is ever to prevail in the
Kazemi case — and more generally in Iran — Canadians need
to stop viewing this as bilateral affair.

Ms. Kazemi's death was the result of Iran’s callous
disregard for human rights, and that is something should
concern not just Canadians, but the entire world.

Canadians are justifiably angry that Ms. Kazemi was
killed while in Iranian custody, that Iranian authorities have
refused to release her body, that the man implicated in her
death was acquitted in a closed trial last week, and that
Tehran now labels her death accidental.



Iran’s action has certainly strained relationships
between the countries: Canada has recalled its ambassador
to Iran, and both countries have traded harsh words over the
past few weeks.

Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew was right to
recall our ambassador, and he is also acting prudently in
considering his options to put further pressure on Iranian
regime. While taking steps to express its displeasure with the
Iranian regime, Canada must also ensure that the rest of the
world also condemns the Tehran government.

This is a multi lateral affair, not a bilateral one, because
if Iranian authorities can kill one of Canada’s citizens with
impunity, then no country’s citizens are safe.

Several options are available to Mr. Pettigrew, including
taking Iran to the International Court of Justice in the Hague
or asking the United Nations to issue a resolution
condemning Iran.

Mr. Pettigrew hasn’t committed to such courses of
action, although he did signal that he might be considering
approaching the UN by saying “Iran has to respect the United
Nation Charter of which it is a signatory”.

And the UN has certainly given indications that it's
deeply concerned about the conduct of the Iranian
government. On Tuesday a panel of UN human rights
experts, made up of specialist in free speech, torture, and
independent judges, expressed “profound” concerns about
the legal proceedings in the Kzemi case.

The experts said that Iran failed to ensure an open trial,
in part because Canadian diplomats were not permitted to

attend.



They also condemned Iran for failing to “meet international
standards of fair trial because key evidence that might have
incriminated judiciary officials, the prosecutor’s office as well as
the intelligence ministry were ignored by court”.

A UN resolution wouldn’t necessarily resolve the Kazemi
case, but it would put pressure on Iran to reform its judicial
system. The government in Tehran is split between hardliners
and reformist factions, and a UN resolution can only help to
boost the reformers.

In addition to taking the matter to UN or the International
Court, Canada could also call on its allies and more
importantly, the allies of Iran —to express their displeasure
with how Iran has handled the case.

The hardliners in the Iranian government aren’t always
that sensitive to international pressure, but a few choice
words - or better yet, a few choice actions - from countries
like France and Russia could help persuade them that even
countries they normally count on for support aren’t going to let
them get away with killing citizens of other countries

By expressing support for Canada, those countries
would also be doing themselves a favour, in that a reformed
Iranian judicial system would offer better protection to French
or Russian nationals who venture to Iran.

Indeed, the citizens of every country, including Iran,
would be better off. So rather than merely focusing on
achieving an appropriate resolution to the Kazemi affair — as
important as that is — Canada should look at this as an
opportunity to involve the world in pressuring Iran to proceed

with long overdue reforms.
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Khasteh nabashid!

Just wanted to say thanks. It was a great night.
Everything was perfect and well done. Thanks for inviting us.

Regards

p.s. everything was so good but | think the best one was
when you read poetry. Nobody could stop crying. Once again
congratulation.

Azadeh Johari
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Well done Mehdi. Thank you very much for your hard
work and patriotic drive to make this evening such a lively and
memorable event. We really appreciate the enormous effort
required to organize such a wonderful event and would like to
congratulate you for flawless job. Keep on the good work.
You are our lighting rod, so lead the way.

Sincerely,

Moe & Shahin



Dear Dr Meshgini,

Ba Salam

Thank you very much for arranging the ticket. | really
enjoyed the discussion, especially your poem.

Regards

Mahvash Frahbakhash

Dr Meshgini,

Ba salam va tashakor. The event was wonderful, and |
was happy to see such a good turnout. It is thanks to efforts
made by people like you that help bond the community and
bring out the best in us as Iranians, despite our individual
differences.

| was especially delighted to see Ms Kar speak. I've
read a lot about her and her husband, and am sorry to say
that she has not been nearly as much as she deserves to be.
Please let her know that she is an inspiration to many,
including myself. Unfortunately, | didn’t get an opportunity to
speak to her directly last night, since she was so busy during
intermission. Regardless, I'd like to thank you one more time,
and say that it would be a privilege to participate in such
events.

Best wishes, Ayeh Naraghi
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Heroes honoured in fight for Human rights in Iran

Vancouver's Persian community held a tribute to Nobel
laureate Shirin Ebadi and others

By Hadani Ditmars
SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Human-rights issues in Iran, played down in Shrin
Efadi's recent meetings with the Dalai Lama and Desmond
Tutu, came to the forefront in a unique event at North
Vancouver Centennial Theatre.

The evening was billed as a tribute to both Ebadi, the
Nobel prize-winning Iranian laywer and activist, as well as to
Zahra Kazemi, the Iranian-Canadian photo journinalist

murdered by authorities in a Tehran prison last year.



In addition to Ebadi and Kazemi’s son, Stephan
Hashemi, speakers Friday included Shahla Lahiji, Iran’s first
woman publisher, and Mehrangiz Kar, a human rights lawyer
and activist, who were both jailed after attending a conference
on social reform in Iran held in Berlin in 2000.

Kar’'s husband, journalist Siamak Pourzand, has been
imprisoned in Iran since 2001, and his incarceration has been
used by the regime as a means of silencing his wife, who,
despite continuing threats, continues with her work from her
base in Washington, D.C.

In an intriguing blend of international human-rights
issues, traditional culture and local spirit, the invitation-only
event sponsored by local philanthropist Dr Mehdi Meshgini,
also featured Persian folk dancing by the Vancouver Pars
National Ballet, as well as Azari music by a band from Baku,
Azerbaijan. Yet the high-profile speakers were a reminder of
how Vancouver’'s Persian community is becoming an
important player in the world of expatriate Iranian politics.

Shirin Ebadi began the evening by greeting the
enthusiastic crowd of mainly Iranian-Canadians, saying, “We
are all members of the same family, although, as fate would
have it, we have been scattered near and far”.

Tellingly, for an event that brought together three of the
most prominent women activist in Iran, Ebadi referred to the
country she shared with largely expatriate crowd as a
common “motherland”

Ebadi then asked for a minute of silence to honour the
memory of Zahra Kazemi, before relating the events that led
to her murder last year. While many audience members were

familiar with the details of the case, which Ebadi has recently



agreed to take on at the request of Kazemi's mother in Iran,
Ebadi’s direct manner made a compelling account .

In keeping with Ebadi’s style of working within Iran’s
existing legal system, the Nobel laureate explained that
Kazemi’'s actions were completely correct under Iranian law.

“She sought and obtained legal permission to
photograph students and their families in Tehran and
elsewhere, Insisted Ebadi, who noted that many of the Iranian
regime’s actions, such as continued interrogation and an
initial ruling that Kazemi’s death was “unintentional,” were
actually illegal.

Ebadi, herself a courageous activist, praised Kazemi as
a “lioness of a woman” who, in the way she stood up to her
prison interrogators, by refusing to answer questions that
might endanger her friends and associates and going on
hunger strike in protest, exemplified Iranian values of bravery
and honour.

But it was the heartfelt appeal of Kazemi's son Stephan
Hashemi, that brought home the emotional reality of human-
rights abuse in Iran.

“Thank you for being here,” he said, adding in regard to
his mother’s case, “I am alone — it is just me facing the

Islamic Republic of Iran .
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Translation:

Honorable host of tonight’s event, ladies and gentlemen,
I am happy that it has been made possible for me to speak at
this session, and | would like to thank the organizers of this
gathering. My talk today is on the subject of the human rights
situation in Iran. In 1976 [1354 on the Persian Calendar], the
Government of Iran joined the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights; up until now, fortunately, Iran has not left
these. According to the above treaty, any discriminations
based on gender, religion, race, or financial status is
forbidden. The Iranian and all other governments that have
signed the treaty are obliged to have these equalities
reflected in their own internal laws. Unfortunately, 30 years
from having joined, we still witness the inequalities of our
country in Iran’s laws, including those based on gender. To
illustrate this, | will give a few examples:

According to Article 205 of the Islamic Penal Code, pre-
meditated murder is a cause for retaliatory punishment. In
other words, if a person intentionally murders someone and is
proven guilty, unless the victim’s next-of-kin do not consent,
he will be sentenced to death. This is the basic law. But this
basic law is not applicable to women because according to
Article 209 of the Islamic Penal Code, “Anytime a Muslim man
murders a Muslim woman, his sentence of death will apply,
but first the victim’s next of kin has to pay half the man’s
blood money for a sentence to be carried out.” Article 213 of
the same law specifies that, “In every case that some of the
blood money is to be paid to the murderer, the payment must
be made before the sentence is carried out.” Therefore, we

see that in the case of the most important right, namely the



right to life, man and woman are not treated equally by
Iranian laws. And this is while Section 1 of Article 6 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights specifies “The right to
life is an inborn natural right and this right must be supported
by law.” And since paying half of the murderer’'s blood money
to a man who has intentionally murdered a woman is often
too difficult, the family of the murder victims are forced to
forget it. The interesting point is that the above-mentioned law
is applicable to non-Muslims too. Article 210 of the Islamic
Penal Code passed in 1982 [1370 of the Persian Calendar]
specifies, “Anytime an infidel murders another infidel [a
person who is not Muslim but believes in Christianity,
Judaism, or Zoroastrianism] he is punished accordingly even
if they follow different religions. If the victim is a woman her
guardian must pay half of his blood money.” Thus, if a
Christian man kills a Christian woman, even though in their
religion man and woman are equal, before putting him to
death he is entitled to half of his blood money.

In Iranian penal laws a woman is not equal to a man,
therefore her blood money is also half the blood money of a
man. Dieh, or blood money, constitutes financial payment that
is made to the guardian of the victim because of the criminal
mental or physical injury inflicted upon a person. Dieh is of
two kinds: soul dieh [murder] and body dieh [physical injury
that does not lead to death]. The soul dieh in the case of a
woman is half of that of a man. Article 300 of the Islamic
Penal Code specifies: “A Woman'’s blood money is half of that
of a man.”

With regards to domestic issues, the legal standing of a

husband and wife are not equal, including the fact that a man



can have four legal wives. A husband can, without just cause,
divorce his wife. Meanwhile getting a divorce for a woman is
limited to a few cases, and even that is very difficult. A
married woman has to have written permission from her
husband to get a passport and travel, but a husband can go
for anywhere he wants without his wife’s permission.
According to civil law, the man is the head of the household.

With some crimes (e.g. sex with a male minor,
alcoholism, and corruption on earth) a woman is not accepted
as a valid witness at all and her testimony is not heard. On
other cases, two women bearing witness is considered as
equal to one man as a witness.

A more significant point is the fact that in the penal
system, the value of woman and her rights is equal to half the
rights of a man. When it comes to punishment, not only is she
equal to a man but sometimes exceeds him. It reminds one of
the proverb about a chicken that is condemned to death at
both funerals and weddings. Another saying goes “A woman’s
rights are half of a man’s but her responsibilities are greater.”
This claim is the basis of Islamic penal law and punishment,
that a girl and a boy are not the same. In civil law, the
maturity age is considered to be 15 lunar years for a boy, and
9 for a girl. For example, if a 14-year-old boy steals, he is not
punished because he has not reached the legal age. But if a
10-year-old steals she is legally responsible and must be
punished exactly as a 40-year-old man would.

Discrimination based on gender is more than the cases
mentioned, but due to the time limit | will refrain from
elaborating, and instead point out another kind of

discrimination, discrimination based on religion. First of all, |
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must say that, according to the Constitution, the official
religion in Iran is the Shia branch of Islam. The other religions
that are officially recognized are different sects of Islam,
Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Judaism. Other religions,
unfortunately, are not officially recognized in the Constitution
and so naturally there is no consideration of legal rights for
them.

In the case of those religions that are officially
recognized we also witness inequalities, including the fact
that only Muslims can become judges. Christians,
Zoroastrians and Jews can each have one representative in
the Islamic Parliament. In other words, Iranian Jews do not
have the right to vote for a Muslem of their choice, but can
only choose a representative from their own religion. Also
some punishments for crimes differ according to whether it is
committed by a Muslim or non-Muslim. According to Article 88
of the Islamic Penal Code, the punishment for pre-marital sex
by a Muslim woman and a Muslim man is one hundred
lashes. But according to Section J of the same Atrticle, in the
case that the woman is a Muslim and the man in a non-
Muslim, the punishment is death. In other words, if the same
crime is committed by non-Muslims the punishment goes
from 100 lashes to death. Discrimination according to religion
is also more than the cases mentioned, we limit it to this in
order to look at other situations.

Discrimination according to culture and language also
exists. Numerous tribes live in Iran, like the Balooch, Lors,
Azaris, and Arabs. The official language of Iran is Farsi. In
schools instruction is only in Farsi, while for children who

speak non-Farsi languages at home like Azari or Kurdish,



study in their non-mother tongue is very difficult. For the
preservation of cultural diversity and respect for other
cultures, diverse mother tongues should be taught in
conjunction with Farsi.

One of the main principles of human rights is the right to
defense in an impartial court. In other words, any person who
is accused of committing a crime must be able to defend
himself in an honest and neutral court. This inalienable right
is, in some cases, taken away, including in Article 226 of the
Islamic Penal Code which specifies that, “Murder is
punishable only if the victim is not deserving of death based
on Sharia law. And if he is deserving, the killer must prove
their death was justified according to court standards.” This
article allows the murderer to kill someone, and then after the
victim is dead defends himself by saying his death was
sanctioned under Sharia law. This article is not part of a
legitimate defense, because for legitimate defense rules are
forecast in Article 61. In some jurisprudence books we
observe cases where the punishment is death, like heresy—
therefore if someone insults religious beliefs they can be
punished by death. An even more interesting point, is that if a
murderer can not prove that the victim’s blood should have
been shed with immunity, in other words if they can not prove
in court that the victim’s death was justified under Sharia law,
in such cases the falsehood of the killer's case is proven and
he must be punished accordingly. But he is granted a special
reduced sentenced, and only has to pay blood money to the
innocent victim’s family.

The laws overseeing elections are also contradictory to

the standards of human rights. Everyone must be able to



freely choose their representative. But according to the laws
that were passed almost 8 years ago, the Guardian Council
has to initially approve the qualification of the candidates of
the Islamic parliament, and only then do people have the right
to vote for them. In other words, if the whole population of a
city elects someone as their representative, this election is
not valid unless the Guardian Council has already approved
of that person’s qualifications. The result of such laws is that
in the 7th parliamentary election a lot of candidates were
disqualified, including even 85 members who had been
qualified for the 6th parliament. We saw that a large number
of Iranians did not take part in this election.

Another point that | must make, is that for the root and
basis of these laws, where is the contradiction with human
rights? Some people state that the root cause of these laws is
Islamic religious laws and says that Islam and democracy are
not compatible. Therefore, if someone is Muslim they should
not protest against these laws. This is a wrong take on Islam.
Those who have such opinions are forcing their own beliefs
upon Muslim people. From their view there is one Islam,
which is the one they say, and the interpretation and
understanding of other Muslims on Islam is inaccurate. | do
not agree with this idea. Islam is based on respect of the
majority’s will. Many a time the prophets and saints formed
councils. History remembers examples like the Saffin War,
which shows with proper interpretation of Islam: that you can
be a Muslim and have respect for democracy too. You can be
a Muslims and observe human rights too. Let us look forward
to that day.
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It is a sad situation ... It is really a nice crowd. | have
been to many conferences, this is the biggest | have been to,
so Thanks a lot to Mr. Meshgini for organizing that and thanks
a lot to all of you who are present here tonight. | am here
alone facing Islamic of Iran. | need support, a lot of support. |

need support from you and support from Ms Ebadi ... .

(11

I have to talk about the political activity situation in Iran
today. But before | begin that, | would like to thank the
sponsor of this event professor Meshgini. | am also very
honored to have all of you in attendance today. Since Islamic
revolution in Iran human right have been violated under name

of Islam. This is under name of Islam ... .
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Iran’s obligations under international human rights
treaties require the establishment of an independent and
impartial judiciary inquiry to determine the causes of Zahra
kazemi's death. Such investigation must show Zahra Kazemi
was ill-treated or tortured in custody as some reports have
indicated. Only a prompt, thorough, independent and impartial
investigation will serve the interests of justice.
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Dan De Luce in Tehran
The Guardian
Wednesday July 16, 2003

A Canadian photojournalist who died in the custody of
Iranian authorities will be buried in Iran against the wishes of
her only son who demanded that his mother’s body be
returned to Montreal.

An Iranian website said yesterday that Zahra Kazemi,
54, would be buried in Iran and claims that her family in Iran
was put under pressure by authorities not to return the body
to Canada.

Kazemi was arrested last month for taking photographs
of Evin prison, where political prisoners are held. The
authorities say she later fell into a coma and died of “brain
stroke”

Kazemi’s family and friends in Montreal believe she was
beaten into a coma... .

Kazemi's death was coincided by a widening crackdown
against journalists, student leaders and pro-democracy
activists carried out by conservative clerics who control the
judiciary and shadow security services.

July 16, 2003; Reporters Without Borders called for
exhumation of the body of Canadian-Iranian photojournalist
Zahra Kazemi after being told by the Iranian ambassador to
France that she had already been buried, apparently before
completion of enquiries into how she died.

The Iranian ambassador to France told a delegation of

the press freedom organization today that she had been
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buried in Iran on either the 13 or 14 of July but he could not
say where.

Reporters Without Border secretary-general Robert
Menard said “authorities were lying when they said she had a
stroke. We are appalled to learn from the ambassador in
France that she has been buried. How can the official enquiry
and legal officials proceed with the case if the body cannot be
examined? How can we trust the official autopsy when
authorities at first tried to conceal the cause of her death? If
the burial was confirmed, the body must be exhumed and
returned to Canada or Canadian investigators and
pathologists allowed to go to Iran. Such steps are essential in
all such cases where a person had been criminally beaten.
Reporters Without Borders has asked the embassy in France
to grant visas for its representatives to go to Iran and meet
Kazemi’s mother and the families of other imprisoned

journalists.
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Friday, July 07, 2006
Mr. Kofi Anan
Secretary General United Nations
New York, New York, United States
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Tuesday, July 17, 2003

Montreal (CP) A Montreal based photojournalist who died of a
fractured skull in an Iranian hospital was beaten about head with a
shoe by a high-ranking Iranian official, the French newspaper
Liberation reported Thursday. The newspaper, quoting unnamed
sources, said Saeed Mortazavi, an official with the ruling Islamic
government in Tehran, used his shoe to deliver the blows to Zahra
Kazemi, who had been arrested for taking pictures of an Iranian
prison.
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Kazemi fell into a coma and was transported to a detention
centre run by revolutionary guards before she was taken to hospital

three days later, the newspaper said.

To see the simple-mindedness and false trust of Canadian
officials in judiciary system of Islamic republic and the results of
“official” autopsy of the body we listen to Doiron, spokesman for the
Foreign Affairs Department in Ottawa who had “no comment” on the
Liberation article”

“We can only go by anything that is going to be communicating
to us by Iranians. ” “An autopsy was performed on her body on
Tuesday and the official result had yet to be received. They would

perform part of the official report on the investigation,”
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The Canadian Association of Journalists (CAJ) on Sunday
named Kazemi as the posthumous winner of its President’s award,
and demanded the government do more to press Iran for justice.

CAJ president Paul Schneidereit said “Zahra Kazemi was a
model of journalistic courage. Her death, due to a senseless, barbaric
beating by Iranian authorities, is a sickening, unconscionable crime.

Shirin Ebadi representing the Kazemi family, said “she had
brought a motion before Islamic court which hear the case in July
2004 to upgrade the change to intentional murder,” the Toronto

newspaper reported.
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By Mike Blanchfiegn

OTTAWA- Dr.Shahram Azam usually tossed away his
notes after examining a patient. But on June 26, 2003, he
deliberately kept his hand-written account of his examination
of Canadian Zahra Kazemi — an unconscious woman who
had arrived on a stretcher in the emergency ward of the
Tehran army hospital where he worked.

“I am a physician who is sworn to save people’s life.
When | saw with my own eyes somebody had been tortured, |
didn’t have any doubt it affected my mental situation ... my
mental state,” Azam recalled Thursday, as he read publicly
for the first time in Ottawa from the examination notes he had
smuggled out of Iran.

Kazmi's body had been delivered from Tehran’'s
notorious Evin prison after her arrest three days earlier for
photographing a demonstration. The 54-year-old’s nose was
broken, her nostrils filled with blood. A large forehead bruise
wrapped around her ear. Her left eardrum was ruptured,
exposing the small cochlear bones. The back of her head was
swollen and she had three deep parallel scratches on the
back of her neck. She had two broken fingers and there were

signs of broken ribs. There were lines and bruises on her



back “that could have been caused by lashes, flogging. ” Her
abdomen was bruised.

As the doctor inched lower, Azam deferred to the female
emergency-room nurse, because in Iran, male doctors do not
examine the genitalia of female patients, unless they are
about to deliver a baby. “The emergency room nurse went to
put a catheter in her” Azam recalled, “and she saw a brutal
damage to her genital parts. " The injuries did not end there.
The nails of Kazemi's thumb and index finger had been torn
off, as were the nails of two toes. Her right big toe was
completely smashed. The bottoms of both feet were bruised
and swollen. “That could be the result of flogging because the
curve of the feet was not there anymore ” stated Azam,
speaking in Farsi through a translator, who was in tears when
the doctor finished.

Kazemi later died in hospital, and her body was buried
in Iran, sparking a bitter diplomatic battle between Ottawa and
Tehran that persists to this day, and was further aggravated
Thursday by Azam’s dramatic revelation of Kazemi's last
days. Iran initially claimed Kazemi had died of a stroke, but
later admitted she’d suffered a blow to her head while in
detention. An intelligent agent, the only person charged in her
death, was acquitted at a trial, sparking Iran’s ruling clerics to
attribute Kazemi’s death to a fall that injured her head.

“There can be no doubt now that the answers that have
been received from Iranian officials have been nothing but
lies. ” Said Marley Edwardh, a kazemi family lawyer, who
delivered a letter to Prime Minister Paul Martin Thursday
calling for further action. That includes hauling Iran before the

International Criminal Court, and seeking financial redress for
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Kazemi’s son who has gone broke fighting for answers on his
mother’s behalf.

Martin said Thursday in Whistler that Kazemi's son
Stephan Hashemi had asked for a meeting with his office,
adding: “l immediately said | want my officials to meet with
him. ” The PM said kazemi's violent death was “not
acceptable” and that: “It is virtually impossible not to just have
your heart torn by what happened to her and by what her
family, her son, must be feeling” he said. “Canada through the
minister of external affairs is obviously voicing that and we
are looking for what steps to take” .

Conservative foreign affairs critic Stockwell Day called
for expulsion of Iranian ambassador.

Foreign Affairs Minister Pier Pettigrew said senior
government officials would meet with Kazemi's lawyers in
Canada and Iran, and would not rule out any possible
retaliatory action against the Islamic Republic. “We know that
she was murdered and not the victim of an accident,”
Pettigrew said. “What we learned from Dr. Azam confirms
what we have known for a long time” .

Azam'’s clinical notes were part of the supporting
documentation he offered Canadian immigration authorities
last November after he, his wife and daughter tricked the
Iranian government into letting them leave the country.
Kazemi's lawyer John Terry and Hashemi, interviewed Azam
in Sweden after he had received permission to leave Iran for
medical treatment. Azam had been injured in Iran’s bloody
eight-year war with Iraq and was allowed to travel as part of

an Iranian government plan to offer medical treatment to “war



victims. " He offered his house and large sum of money as a

bond, all of which he has now forfeited for fleeing Iran.

According to Globe and Mail’s April 7, 2005 a former
Iranian parliamentarian who led an internal government
inquiry into the death of Zahra Kazemi in 2003, says he saw
evidence that partly corroborates recent testimony by former
Iranian military doctor Shahram Azam. In an interview from
Iran said “some details by him match our findings: for
instance, broken nose and broken toe. ” He noted that the
investigation did not interview all hospital staff.

Yesterday, an Iranian-Canadian journalist who played a
key role in putting Dr. Azam in contact with Ms. Kazemi’'s
family in Canada, said he personally verified last year that Dr.
Azam worked at Tehran’s Bagghiattulah from military prison.
After hearing from the doctor by e-mail on Nov. 5, Montreal
journalist Ali Sharifian said, he telephoned the hospital. | tried
for three or four hours, he said. “The operator talked to me. |
said I'd like to talk to Dr. Azam. The lady said he'd left for
Europe for some medical treatment. In fact, Dr. Azam was in
Sweden at the time, where he'd gone after receiving
permission to seek treatment in Finland for an old injury
sustained in Iran-lraq war.

Since Dr. Azam'’s testimony has emerged, Ms. Kazemi's
son, Stephan Hashemi, has redoubled his efforts to pressure
the Canadian government into taking a more active role in the
case. Yesterday, lawyers for Mr. Hashemi met senior officials
from prime minster’ s office and the Department of Foreign
Affairs. Although the government has made no promises or

commitments as yet, said Mr. Hashemi’s lawyer, John Terry,



he said he was “very impressed” with tone of the meeting. A
spokes person for Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew
said the meeting was positive, and that there will be another

one soon.
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Once Dr Shahram Azam left Iran to tell his story of how
Zahra Kazemi was brutally raped and tortured inside a
Tehran prison, he knew it wouldn’t take long for Iranian
agents to track him down. That made his asylum request to
Canada all more urgent.

“We took his case very seriously,” said a Canadian
official who worked on the file. “The Iranian (agents) were
almost on his track and the life of Dr. Azam was becoming
highly endangered and he could not have stayed in Sweden
for much longer without witness protection. Dr. Azam left Iran
for Sweden in August 2004, but he wasn’t convinced he could
be safe there and wanted Canada to accept him, his wife and
12-year old daughter as government sponsored refugees.

At a news conference in Ottawa this week, Dr. Azam

gave a the first account by a medical eyewitness of the brutal
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injuries Ms. Kazemi suffered after her June 23, 2003 arrest.
His account contradicted the official Iranian government
explanation of the Canadian photojournalist's death — that she
died after fainting and hitting her head.

Dr Azam'’s fear of remaining in Europe was bolstered by
the low acceptance rate of Iranian refugees there, as well as
by a long and dangerous history of dissidents being
assassinated there. According to human-rights and Iranian
opposition groups, between 60 and 100 Iranian dissidents
were killed in the two decade after 1979 Islamic revolution

mainly in Europe and the Middle East.
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Although Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew has
rebuffed calls for dramatic diplomatic steps, a lawyer for the
family of slain photojournalist Zahra Kazemi says they are
now “very optimistic” that the Prime Minister’s Office is
listening to a call for new action against Iran... .

Calls for Canada to take strong new action have been
sparked by new revelation that Ms. Kazemi was brutally
raped and tortured while in Iranian custody in 2003... .

Yesterday, Prime Minister Paul Martin said the new

account means the international community must hold Islamic
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republic of Iran to account for the death, and suggested new
legal avenues might be open on the international stage:

“I think there’s no doubt whether you are talking about
international courts or whether you are talking about UN
Commission on Human Rights,“ he said “l would certainly
think the details of what happened to her now in the testimony
that has been brought has got to make the world aware of just
what Islamic Republic of Iran is all about and they have got to

be held to account.
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Stung by opposition charges that it has been too soft on
Iran, the Martin government launched an aggressive diplomatic
push yesterday for a new investigation into the torture, rape
and murder of Canadian photojournalist Zahra Kazemi by
Iranian security forces in 2003. “This is something on which we
will not give up. " Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew told
the House of Commons, adding that he had telephoned Iran’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs yesterday morning to demand a

forensic examination of Ms. Kazemi's remains.
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Canadian photojournalist’s last days in Iranian
prison
BY MICHAEL PETROU

TEHRAN- Heshmatollah Tabarzadi will never forget
Canadian photojournalist Zahra Kazemi screaming in a near
by cell.

Tabarzadi, an Iranian political dissident was arrested
last June on the same day as Kazemi and, thrown like her, in
cellblock 209 of Tehran ‘s Evin prison, where Kazemi would
be detained, interrogated and eventually murdered.
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Tabarzadi remains in prison. But his son Ali a young
man with a goatee, and long, black hair gathered in a
ponytail, has spoken with his father about those days.

“When Zahra Kazemi was in wing 209, my father heard
her crying,” Tabarzadi says.

“At first he didn’t know who it was, but the agents told
him. He could hear her moaning and weeping.”

Tabarzadi is one of a dozen activists and students who
had been detained for protesting against the Iranian
government. Most were jailed at Evin.

On June 23 last year, friends and family members
gathered at the prison gate to demand their release. Kazemi,
an accredited journalist with permission from Iran’s
government to work in the country , was among them, taking
photographs. She was arrested and detained with the
students and political dissidents whose stories she had come
to capture on film.

Four days later, in the middle of the night, Kazemi, 54,
was taken from the prison to a hospital, unconscious and
bleeding from her nose and mouth. Two weeks later, she was
dead.

What happened to Kazemi during her four days
incarcerated in Evin has been the subject of speculation and
denial. The Iranian government first claimed she had died of
stroke, and then admitted she had been beaten to death.
Mohammed Reza Ahmadi, an Intelligent has been charged
with “quasi-intentional murder” A trial is scheduled for July.

Until now, it has been impossible to know much more
than this, Iran is a closed society with no free press and no

independent judiciary The Iranian parliament’s power is
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crippled by clerics. Indeed, many of the reformist MP’s who
had campaigned to discover the truth about Zahra Kazemi's
murder were banned by the hardline Guardian Council from
running for re-election this February.

But it is hard to keep secrets in prison. And it is
especially difficult at Evin.

“We are living in a country where for no reason they jalil,
kill and torture people” says Saeed Kalanaki, a student who
was jailed at Evin at the same time as Kazemi. They have
shaped the society to their own purpuses, and they don’t
allow views other than their own orthodox way of thinking. For
us young people, it has reached a point where we can’t
tolerate it any more.”

Kalanaki and several other students who were jailed at
Evin have been released and are sitting in a circle on the floor
of a townhouse on the outskirts of Tehran. Family members
of imprisoned students and activists are also here.

They have arrived in twos walking or driving from
different directions, to avoid detection, to tell a foreign
journalist what they know about Zahra Kazemi - her murder,
who killed her, and the attempt to cover it up.

An hour earlier, | had arrived wearing clothes | had
carefully described over the Internet to a contact | had never
met. The house is under surveillance, but | have black hair
and olive skin and we hope | won't be identified by Iranian
police as a foreigner.

A tall man in his 20s with a sad, handsome face, long
hair and dark brooding eyes sees me and and crosses the

street. We exchange pass words and shake hands. A light



VO | gl o Jid

inside the house flashes on and off twice. | am beckoned

inside.

Zara Kazemi was born in the southern Iranian city of
Shiraz, a city nestled in a fertile valley and surrounded by the
ruins of ancient Persian civilizations.

She lived there until 1974, when, at age 24, she moved
to France, where she lived before settling in Montreal in 1993
as a single mother with her son Stephan Hashemi.

“It wasn'’t easy, says Hashemi, now 26,” But she was a
strong woman, even though she had modest resources.”

Kazemi began working as a freelance photojournalist.
She travelled widely, often to dangerous locales such as
Afghanistan, Libya, the Ivory Coast and Irag. Her son says
she was driven by a need to expose injustice.

“She showed in everday situations — common crimes,
common injustices,” Hashemi says. “she showed children and
women in a beautiful way, with artist's eye. She showed their
everyday life, and in this way she could make a difference. In
an effort to capture the lives of her subjects on film, Kazemi
got as close to them as possible. She shunned the five star
hotels favoured by other foreign journalists and instead slept
in refugee camps throughout Afghanistan, Lebanon,and West
Bank.

Often she would leave Canada with extra bags of
Hachemi’s old clothes to give away to people in the
developing countries she was visiting.

“And you have to remember my mother was 54 years
old, and she was small,” Hachemi says. “She would get tired.

But this didn’t matter to her. She thought it was important.”



Kazemi’'s former colleagues describe her as committed
to telling the stories of everyday people struggling in
extraordinary circumstances. She returned to the Middle East
again and again, even though the little money she made
selling her photos didn’t come close to covering her costs.

She spent three months in Herat, Afghanistan, where
she personally accompanied female Afghan journaliss who
were applying for jobs at a local television station. She was
also in Herat when reporters arrived to film the grand opening
of a new school, but she stayed after they left and school
never opened.

While in Iran, Kazemi focused on women chafing under
Islamic regime,

“The women in Iran are fighting very subtly,” Hachemi
says. “She’d show their resistance, the way they'd oppose the
mullahs by wearing their chadors just a little bit farther back
on their head or by wearing just a little bit of makeup.

"It scared me a little bit, the way she would stand up to
everyone. | was scared by this when she went to these trips,”
Hachemi says.

Richard Amiot , Kzemi’s editor at the Montreal magazine
recto Verso, remembers her as wilful and brave, but never
naive or reckless.

She was a woman who didn’t hold back and wasn’t
afraid,” Amiot says.

“But she knew how to get around, and she was not
fanatic. She could navigate and negotiate her way around
soldiers and military men from different cultures.”

Hachemi recalls a story a family member told him about

his mother when she was a young nursing student | Iran. One
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day the Shah of Iran was to visit the school and all students
were expected to turn out in the school’s auditorium to
welcome him.

“Only two people were weren’t there, my mother and her
friend,” Hachemi says, laughing for the first time. “She got in a
big trouble for that.”

*

The students and activists sit cross-legged on large
carpets on the town-house floor, leaning against cushions,
drinking tea and smoking cigaretts.

Among the dissidents, only Bina Darabzand , a barrel-
chested man with a thick moustache and smiling eyes is older
than 30. He is 46 years old and once campaigned to
overthrow the Shah.

Parents of jailed students are also here, supporting their
sons and daughters. They sit together, young students and
middle-aged men and women who 25 years ago believed the
Islamic revolution would free them from the Shah’s
dictatorship.

“At those times, almost everyone supported the
revolution,” one father says “We believed we could reach
freedom and democracy this way. But if we knew what would
happen, that our sons would be be behind bars, we wouldn’t
have done it. It was a mistake.”

Most of the students do not want a repeat of Islamic
Revolution of 1979, with its bloodshed and chaos.

They are committed to realizing their goal of a secular
and democratic Iran peacefully, through civil disobedience

and by bringing international pressure on the theocracy. They



believe they can force a national referendum on the country’s
political future.

“The time for violent revolution in Iran is dead,” says
student Saeed Kalanaki, 26.

*

Some of the guards and soldiers sympathize with the
political prisoners. They bring their prisoners kebabs before
trial hearings and share scornful jokes about the interrogators
and prosecutors they both dispise.

Before his release from Evin prison last year, Kianoosh
Sanjari , a student who is only 20, had a forthright with one
such prison guard about Zahra Kazemi's arrest and detention.
The guard told Sanjari that a soldier had noticed Kazemi
taking photograph of the protest from a parked car. He told
his boss, who ordered her arrest. People are arrested in Iran
all the time, but Kazemi made an immediate impression with
her defiance.

“Right from the start, she insisted on her rights,” Sanjari
says. “Then, she stood in front of the guards and ripped the
film out of her camera. But they took her anyways.”

The guards brought Kazemi to solitary confinement in
cell block 209, where political prisoners are taken to have
their spirit broken.

Kalanaki, a longtime activist against Iranian theocracy,
was also in cellblock 209. He didn’t know about Kazemi’s
arrival; isolation in the block is near complete. But he could
tell something had gone awry.

“Security was tight. But from all the commotion outside
the cell, I knew something wrong had happened,” Kalanaki

says.



“The interrogators were visibly nervous. Usually they
conduct their interrogations calmly, but those days they were
very agitated.”

It is clear that Kazemi had been brutally beaten during
her first three days in prison, when she was interrogated by
officials from both the hardline judiciary and from the
intelligence ministry, which is controlled by the reformists.

At some point, according to a police report cited by the
Washington post, Kazemi wrote: they have broken my nose
and thumb. And they have broken my toes, t00.”

On the fourth day of her detention, a prison doctor
examined her at 4:30 p.m. and reported nothing wrong. But
four hours later, she was coughing blood, and bleeding from
her nose.

The soldier who spoke with Sanjari also told him that
two nurses had reported that Kazemi was barely conscious.
They alerted prison authorities, who removed Kazemi from
the cellblock and took her to the prison’s emergency clinic.

But according to the soldier Kazemi was already near
death and the prison clinic rejected her. Prison officials were
forced to take Kazemi to the Bagiyatollah Azam Hospita,
which is under the control of the hardline Revolutionary
Guards security force.

Sanjari’s prison guard acquaintance was on duty late
that night and watched as Kazemi’'s comatose body was
taken through the prison gates. He asked who the prisoner
was, and was told it was the Canadian woman: Zahra

Kazemi.
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“The soldier told me she had been slapped, and her
head was smashed violently,” Sanjari says. “They didn't cover
that up.”

But Kazemi was officially admitted to the hospital with
“intestinal problems.” And when she died 14 days later, the
official verdict, allegedly issued by Iran’s chief prosecutor
Saeed Morazavi, declared she had died as a result of a
stroke.

Meanwhile, Iranian government officials at the prison
took steps to cover up the murder.”

Separate guards told Kalanaaki and Sanjari that the
prison personnel who had somehow been involved in the
case were taken to cellblock 209, where officials told them
what to tell investigators looking into Kazemi’s death.

The guard told Sanjari that documents had been also
altered and destroyed — an allegation confirmed months later
by Iran’s parliament.

Iran’s reformist president Mohammad Khatami, ordered
an inquiry. And within days, the vice-president , Mohammad
Ali Abtahi, said Kazemi had died of a brain hemorrhage
caused by a blow to the head.

This news ignited prisoners at Evin. Kazemi’'s case was
openly a feverishly discussed by everyone — guards and
prisoners alike.

Those prisoners who have since been released believe
Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, the intelligence agent who has
been charged with Kazemi's murder is a scapegoat. The real
murderer, they believe, is the man at the heart of Iran’s
religiously conservative judiciary: the chief prosecutor, Judge

Saeed Mortazavi. “Every one knew that Mortazavi is a
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butcher. But still we were shocked ,”Sanjari says. “ We knew
this couldn 't be a normal death.”

Known throughout Iran as “the butcher of journalists”
Mortazavi had been responsible for shutting down more than
100 newspapers and for frequently jailing Iranian journalists.

Whenever students are arrested, Mortazavi tries to
interrogate each one personally. He has a fearsome
reputation, among Iranian dissidents.

A parliamentary commission last fall blamed Mortazavi
for Kazemi's detention, and for attempting to cover up the
beating. The parliament has accused him of lying and forging
documents pertaining to Kazemi's case, and it has
condemned the judge for refusing to testify before their
investigation.

But students who were detained at Evin that summer
believe Mortazavi also delivered the fatal blow that killed
Kazemi.

The story that circulated throughout the prison is that
Kazemi had refused to cower before Mortazavi during her
interrogation. One rumour has it that Mortazavi had wanted to
visit or study in Canada and Kazemi had told him this would
never happen, or that she had threatened to prevent it.

Whether or not this particular detail is true, the prisoners
who were in Evin agree that Judge Mortazavi was somehow
infuriated by Kazmi'’s defiance.

“She showed a lot of courage, and that made Mortazavi
go crazy,” Sanjari says.

The stories are impossible to verify. But they are

consistent. Last July , the French newspaper Liberation
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quoted unnamed source, reported that Mortazavi had struck
Kazemi on the head with the hard heel of a shoe

The blow, or a similar one received during her
interrogation, caused a slow hemorrhage in her brain, which
killed her two weeks later.

Before her body could be examined, she was buried in
Shiraz against the wishes of her son, who says her soul won't
be at peace until her body comes home to Canada.

*

| want to visit the Evin prison.

It is one o’clock in the morning and the streets are quiet.
The guard tower appears deserted.

| walk along the prison walls with Behrouz Javid
Tehrani, 26, who spent 10 months inside as part of a four-
year sentence he received for protesting against religious
dictatorship. .

“I have had memories of this place,” Tehrani says. “My
worst and most terrible tortures were here, in the first few
days of my imprisonment.”

His jailers whipped the soles of his feet — an
excruciating punishment that leaves no physical scars.

“They wanted information about the other students,”
Tehrani says. “I didn’t want my friends to be punished like me,
so | said nothing,”

After two months, Tehrani says a judge came into his
cell and spoke to him for three minutes before sentencing him
to eight years in prison. His term was later reduced to four
years.

Tehrani says he could have endured his sentence. But

45 days before his scheduled release his mother died. His
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jailers had refused to release him to be by his mother side
during her final moments or to attend her funeral.

Tehrani is bitter. | am only 26 years old, he says, and |
have spent four of those years in jail.

*

Before leaving Iran | go to Shiraz, the city of Zahra
Kazem'’s birth — and burial by an Iranian government that tried
to cover up its crimes and ignored her son’s request for her
body.

Few people visit Kazemi’s grave in Iran. But she is
remembered by the Iranian students and activists whose
story she came to tell.

“She stood up to them,” Darabzand says, referring to the
guards, interrogators and clerics who were enraged by her
defiance. “She was a woman. She was an Iranian woman.
And she faced these men and showed them they are not so
tough. This poor girl paid for a lot of things”

Kazemi is also remembered half a world away, in
Montreal, where her son Stephan Hashemi says he has an
obligation to talk about his mother’s life and death.

“It is my duty. She was my only family. It is not like | can
forget, or | want to forget. But not many people have the
opportunity to talk about it. So | need to do it.”

CanWest News Service.

*k*
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